The aim of this session is to:
 hear again how Peter invited his hearers into a new way of living.
 consider how the responses of the believers shaped the practices of the early Christian community.
 explore what it might mean for us to live more fully as the Spirit-filled church of Jesus Christ.

This is our final session before we walk with our Lord through Holy Week and his passion and resurrection.
What are the biblical texts that you can expect to hear in worship over Holy Week and Easter?
Sometimes we are so familiar with the scriptures that we don’t really ‘hear’ them. Recall an experience
when you heard and were moved by scripture as if you heard it ‘for the first time’.
Can each person read any particular verses that have been significant to them within their life and say
why?

A prayer (from Kenya):

For the Spirit of truth

From the cowardice that dares not face new truth,
from the laziness that is contented with half-truth,
From the arrogance that thinks it knows all truth,
Good Lord, deliver us.
Amen.
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Background: Lectio divina
Lectio divina is a contemplative way of praying the Scriptures. The word ‘contemplation’ is derived from
the Latin contemplatio (con + templum), where templum was an open place consecrated for observation of
worship practices. So when we contemplate Scripture, first of all we become aware that this is a hallowed
time, that we have this ‘space’ to really behold the Word behind, within and before the words. Reading
thus is a holy moment, an opportunity to encounter the Word.

Taking verses in turns, read Acts 2: 37 to the end of the chapter as if for the very first time.
Share together a word or a phrase which struck you, or which you had never quite noticed before…
Read the passage again, and this time, listen for a word of Christ to you; share together…
Read the passage for a third time, and be attentive to a word from Christ that calls you to act; share
together…
Note down anything which feels significant from what you have heard together.

Peter and the apostles pointed those who were ‘cut to the heart’ towards specific things they needed to do
to fulfil their calling. How do the following terms feature in your understanding of your own baptism and
Christian faith?





Repentance?
Forgiveness?
Gift of the Holy Spirit?
Promise for everyone?

How far does the life of your church echo the characteristics of the early church from 2:42-47? What
might help it to do so more?
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The ‘Swedish Method’ of Bible study and Prayer is a simple framework, where you read a passage and
mark a light bulb against a word or phrase which particularly shines out to you, a question mark where
there is something you’re uncertain of or would like to talk about further, and arrow where there is
something you ought to do, and a cross where something makes you love and honour Jesus more. (It might
help if each person had a photocopied sheet with the text)

?
You could use this method with the passage from v 37-47, and then each person can share one ‘arrow’
with the group.

As this course comes to an end, think about how your experience together has affected you.
 Did your attitude to reading the scriptures alter?
 Were you aware of how the group dynamic affected your learning and how you might have affected
their learning?




Were you curious to explore more, and could you do that later?
Did you notice how you might have been resistant or unready to explore certain areas?
What is one specific action you would like to take to Easter and beyond?

Use these verses from Ephesians 3.14-21 as a blessing prayer for one another:
For this reason I bow my knees before the Father,
from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name.
I pray that, according to the riches of his glory,
he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit,
and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith,
as you are being rooted and grounded in love.
I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints,
what is the breadth and length and height and depth,
and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,
so that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
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Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can
ask or imagine,
to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen.
Consider how you have ‘blessed’ one another through the course. How can you ‘bless’ one another in the
coming weeks after Easter?
You may like to use this poem for meditation and celebration;
i am a little church(no great cathedral)
far from the splendor and squalor of hurrying cities
- i do not worry if briefer days grow briefest,
i am not sorry when sun and rain make april
my life is the life of the reaper and the sower;
my prayers are prayers of earth's own clumsily striving
(finding and losing and laughing and crying)children
whose any sadness or joy is my grief or my gladness
around me surges a miracle of unceasing
birth and glory and death and resurrection:
over my sleeping self float flaming symbols
of hope, and i wake to a perfect patience of mountains
i am a little church(far from the frantic
world with its rapture and anguish)at peace with nature
- i do not worry if longer nights grow longest;
i am not sorry when silence becomes singing
winter by spring, i lift my diminutive spire to
merciful Him Whose only now is forever:
standing erect in the deathless truth of His presence
(welcoming humbly His light and proudly His darkness)

e. e. cummings

In prayer:
 Give thanks to God for all he has blessed you with through one another
 Commit yourself to God and his service.
 Pray for one another and the challenges you face
A concluding prayer:
Father God,
you have called your church into being
as the penitent, forgiven, Spirit-filled company
of those who worship your risen Son.
As we devote ourselves to living for you,
add to our number those you are saving,
and fill the world with awe at your power and grace. Amen.
Lent 2014, Session Five - Living

Page 20

